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ROXBURY,  DEC.   II,   l877, 
MY  DEAR  WENDELL! 

I  HAVE  JUST  RECEIVED  YOUR  LETTER, 
WITH  ITS  FILIAL  BIRTHDAY  REMEMBRANCE,  AND 
IN  RETURN-  SEND  YOU  A  FATHERLY  BENEDICTION, 

ACCEPT  THIS,   LITERALLY,  AS  TYPICAL  OF 
MY  IMMEASURABLE  AFFECTION  FOR  YOU,   YOUR  DEAR 
CHILDREN  INCLUSIVE.    I  AM  EXPERIMENTING  WITH 
A  LITTLE  MACHINE,   CALLED   THE  TYPE-  WRITER, 
WHICH  YOU  MAY  HAVE  SEEN;  AND  AS  I  AM  JUST 
BEGINNING  TO  MANIPULATE  THE  KEYS, I  CANNOT 
FAIL  TO  MAKE  SOME  VERY  PALPABLE  BLUNDERS 
BEFORE  I  GET  THROUGH,    OF  COURSE,   IT  MUST  BE 
SLOW  WORK  AT  FIRST;  AND  THE  QUESTION  ISWHETH- 
ER  BY  PRACTICE  I  SHALL  FIND  IT  EASIER  AND 
MORE  EXPEDITIOUS  TO  PRINT  THAN  TO  WHITE  WITH 
PEN  AND  INK*    IF  SO,   I  MAY  BE  INDUCED  TO 
RESORT  TO  THIS  METHOD  TO  CARRY  ON  MY  CORRE- 
SPONDENCE,   IT  IS  PRECISELY  LIKE  PLAYING 
ON  THE  KEYS  OF  A  PIANO,    A  DAUGHTER  OF  DR, 
PERCY,  NOW  MRS,   SAUNDERS,   WAS  HERE  THE  OTH- 
ER EVENING,   AND  BY  HER  DEXTERITY  SUCCEEDED 
114  PRINTING  NINETY  WORDS  IN  ONE  MINUTE, 

I  HAVE  SENT  A  LETTER,   DECLINING  THE  IN- 
VITATION TO  ATTEND  THE  ANNUAL  FESTIVAL  OF 
THE  NEW  ENGLAND  SOCIETY  AT  NEW  YORK  ON  THE  *T 
L_        22D  INST,,   THOUGH  STRONGLY  URGED  TO  BE  PRESET 
^        AND  SPEAK  ON  THE  OCCASIOK.    IF  I  HAD  NO  OTR- 
^       ER  REASON  FOR  REMAINING   AWAY,  THE  CORVIVIAL 
-WINE-I   [NKIHlj  AND  SMOKING  INDULGED  GE: 
LY     ULD  ALONE  SUFFIC  .IS      AT. 

REPLY  TO  MR,   APPLETON,   WITH  THANKS,   TO  BE 
READ  OR  •.  I  1IIIELD  AS  HE      rHT  CHOOSE,    IT  HAD 
REFERENCE  TO    THE  QUESTION  OF  RELIGIOUS  FREE- 
D0:  IGHTB  OF  CONSCIENCE,    AND  THE 
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'^oiii  ALHivxaaonn  sihx  xyhx  hsis  cnnoo  i 

4^  •snoiAaad  HY3A  shx  mhos  N333  oni 

Javh  sy  cinyh  M*b  sih  hum  an  sanooan  an  xaA 
*  '.HY3A  xyhx  ho  a  3AismoHOD  xi  aMYH  oSsnaas 

90QI  NI  SXN3HY3  SIH  OX  H3XX33  S  ,H3IUV3  AW 

jonoHx   iSogi  ho  frogi  ni  nhoh  sym  i  hshxshm 
NiYxnao  naimosav  xon  si  xi  *niyoy  #3YNia 

SY    X£30<5Y    OX    AYa    HOIH/A    OX    SY    AHYdNYfl©    Y 
X333    HY     I     OS         »HXSI     3HX    NO    3H    OX    XI     3XYXS 

uml   saaooaH  mjsioi  anx  xna  tNoixYanoaYo  nmo  aw 
ox  oNiaaoooY  *AYaHXHia  aw  sym  AYaHaxssA 

'SH3HXO  ao  dOOO  3HX  HOH  ON  I D I 3 IHOYS-H33S  ONY 

'NoixYiosaaaY-aaas  ni  xsaaon*NOixoY  ni  aa 

,S3H3XNlSld  'XlHIdS  NI  3HQJ  aNV  aaaYIWY  XYHX 
'TIV  NI   *aNYrl  3HX  TIY  NI  dNflOH  33  OX  N3WOM 

Hons  Maa  AaaAixYHYawoo  shy  3H3hx  'nxnax 

NI   •  H3H  H03  HSIH3HO  I  HOIX3333Y  dNY  XD33S 
-3H  3HX  SS3HdX3  XONNYO  I    'H3XNIM  3HX  ONIHfld 

aaasH3H  ao  aavo  xY3ho  smyx  ox  a33N  tiim  ans 

,na  4ONIOS33YANOD  Si  3HS  XYHX  HY3H  OX  d33dN I 

33 nan  xysho  y  si  xi   *3syo  aaH  xnoav  aanx 
||ionos  aaxxn  on  X3aa  aNY  'ssaN^m  axva  HaH 
ni  wiM|W  'saw  HYaa  hxim  aasiHxYdWAs  Aadaaa 

3AYH     I     XYHX     AYS    XON    CI33N     I         'I'lY    flOA    33S     OX 
IdlSaa    HOnH    AH3A     I         •MHYd    3HX    XY    QOA    HUffi    OMX 
"HO    AYa     Y    dN3dS     OX    AHX    '13VHS     I         #AYQ     S  ^JYaA 
M3N       33  IX    NIYW3H    OX    AiaYaOHH     *Q3S    3HX    jo 
ImIN3A3    3HX    NO    MHOA     M3N    HOY3H     OX     «XN3A3H3    330 

I^Yxsao   on  aanoiis    'noixnsxni    aw   mon   si   xi 

•XQ0  a3IH3YO  A3XN3XSISNOO  N33S  H3A3N  SYH  33 
[xH3SSY  3NIHXOOa  3HX  XflQ  «d3H0M  M3N  S  IHX  Ml 

Lft  aonaan  Y  xonos   swinoaia:  shx  xyhx   xosrao 
Ihx  aoa  AiasssliHOHcC  sym  xi      •Noixrioasnad  ho 

HOYOHcE3H    xaOHXlfl    XN3SSIQ    30     AXH33 13    XS3QIM 
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THOUGH  IT  IS  OF  LlT*Lt  C6nSEQ.UENCE  *N  ITSELF. 

v 

th£r£  is  One  Thought  that  Occurs  to  mej 
that  serves  to  complicate  the  difficulty, 
as  the  farnhams  knew  when  i  was  born,   the 
advent  having  taken  place  under  their  roof, 

AND  AS  1  UV£D  WITH  THEM  SEVERAL  YEARS,    IT 
IS  SINGULAR  THAT  THEY  DID  NOT  ENLIGTEN  ME 
AS  TO  THE  YEAR  OF  MY  BIRTH;  FOR  THEY  KNEW 
THAT  I  RECKONED  FROM  DEC*   IO,   1804,  AND  ON 
THAT  CALCULATION  I  TERMINATED  MY  APPRENTICE- 
SHIP, THOUGH  I  SERVED  MORE  THAN  SEVEN  YEARS. 
I  AM  GOING  AGAIN  TO  NEWBURYPORT  TO  SEE  WHETH- 
ER I  CAN  GET  ANY  ADDITIONAL  LIGHT  ON  THE 
SUBJECT. 

YESTERDAY  MLS.   PITMAN  SENT  ME  AN  EXQUI- 
SITE BOUQUET,  WITH  A        CONGRATULATORY 
NOTE,   AS  A  BIRTHDJ    TOKEN  OF  F,         ANCE.    IT 
AS  V         ATI  I-  YING. 

I  HAVE  RECEIVED  FROM  FANNY  A  DESCRIPTIVE 

ACCOUNT  OF  THE  EXCURSION  TO  CHESTER,  WITH  A 
LARGE  PAiRTYf  TO  WITNESS  THE  LAUNCHING  OF  THE 

STEAMSHIP  OREGON*    UNLUCKILY,  THE  LAUNCH  #> 
COULD  NOT  BE  EFFECTED,  SO  THAT  %  ANOTHER  0 
TRIAL  HAS  TO  BE  MADE.    IN  SPITE  OF  THE  DIS- 
APPOINTMENT, however,  They  had  a  pleasant 
time,  amd  made  the  best  of  it.   it  must  have 
been  Rather  trying  to  harry. 

do  you  Exchange  with  the  literary  world? 

if  not,  would  you  like  a  copy  containing 
THE    ibutes  to  whittier,  on  the  completion 

OF  HIS  70TH  YEAR?    I  WILL  SEND  YOU  ONE,   IF 


YOU  CARE  TO  HAVE  IT,  p 
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